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On March 25, Brazilian officials announced that Argentine President Raul Alfonsin will arrive in
Brasilia on April 6 to meet with Brazilian and Uruguayan counterparts, Jose Sarney and Jose Maria
Sanguinetti, respectively. The purpose of the mini-summit is to discuss expansion of ArgentineBrazilian economic integration accords. On April 7, Alfonsin may sign two protocols related to
market integration in the automotive and food processing industries. Brazilian officials told AFP
that the principal objective of the contemplated protocols is to reduce Brazil's surplus in trade with
Argentina. Last year, bilateral trade favored Brazil in the amount of $213.7 million. The officials said
that the intent is not to reduce bilateral trade, but rather to increase the same for both countries,
while reducing the Brazilian surplus in a "controlled and progressive" fashion. Market integration
plans for the automotive and/or food processing industries, said an official, would involve both
countries' extension of respective sales and distribution networks, trademarks and brand names
to the other. Next, respective ministers of foreign relations and trade are currently convened in
Brasilia to attempt resolution of remaining technical problems in the use of the "gaucho," a currency
created for the common market consisting of Argentina and Brazil, and later, Uruguay. At present,
a reserve of $200 million exists for compensatory gaucho credits. On April 7, the presidents will visit
Brazilian Foreign Minister Roberto de Abreu Sodre's coffee plantation south of Sao Paulo. On the
following day, the South American leaders are to visit Socoraba, located northwest of Sao Paulo, site
of a uranium enrichment facility. (Basic data from AFP, 03/25/88)
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